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Nature restoration: Parliament adopts law to 
restore 20% of EU’s land and sea

EU countries must restore at least 30% of habitats in poor condition 
by 2030, 60% by 2040, and 90% by 2050 

• 

Provisions for agricultural ecosystems can be temporarily suspended 
under exceptional circumstances

• 

Over 80% of European habitats are in poor shape• 
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Photo caption: Parliament has adopted the first EU law to restore degraded ecosystems across the EU © Arnau / Adobe Stock

The new law sets a target for the EU to restore at least 20% of the EU’s land and sea 
areas by 2030 and all ecosystems in need of restoration by 2050.

The EU nature restoration law, agreed with member states, will restore degraded ecosystems in 
all member states, help achieve the EU’s climate and biodiversity objectives and enhance food 
security.

To reach the overall EU targets, member states must restore at least 30% of habitats covered 
by the new law (from forests, grasslands and wetlands to rivers, lakes and coral beds) from a 
poor to a good condition by 2030, increasing to 60% by 2040, and 90% by 2050. In line with 
Parliament’s position, EU countries should give priority to Natura 2000 areas until 2030. Once in 
a good condition, EU countries shall ensure an area does not significantly deteriorate. Member 
states will also have to adopt national restoration plans detailing how they intend to achieve 
these targets.

Agriculture ecosystems

To improve biodiversity in agricultural ecosystems, EU countries will have to make progress in 
two of the following three indicators: the grassland butterfly index; the share of agricultural land 
with high-diversity landscape features; the stock of organic carbon in cropland mineral soil. 
Measures to increase the common farmland bird index must also be taken as birds are good 
indicators of the overall state of biodiversity.
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https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/natura-2000_en
https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/figures/european-grassland-butterfly-indicator
https://ec.europa.eu/enrd/landscape-features-and-biodiversity_en.html
https://agridata.ec.europa.eu/Qlik_Downloads/InfoSheetEnvironmental/infoC35.html


As restoring drained peatlands is one of the most cost-effective ways to reduce emissions in the 
agricultural sector, EU countries must restore at least 30% of drained peatlands by 2030 (at 
least a quarter shall be rewetted), 40% by 2040 and 50% by 2050 (where at least one-third shall 
be rewetted). Rewetting will remain voluntary for farmers and private landowners.

The law provides for an emergency brake, as requested by Parliament, so targets for 
agricultural ecosystems can be suspended under exceptional circumstances if they severely 
reduce the land needed for sufficient food production for EU consumption.

Other ecosystems

The law also demands a positive trend in several indicators in forest ecosystems and an 
additional three billion trees to be planted. Member states will also have to restore at least 25 
000 km of rivers into free-flowing rivers and ensure there is no net loss in the total national area 
of urban green space and of urban tree canopy cover.

Quote

After the vote, rapporteur César Luena (S&D, ES), said: “Today is an important day for Europe, 
as we move from protecting and conserving nature to restoring it. The new law will also help us 
to fulfil many of our international environmental commitments. The regulation will restore 
degraded ecosystems while respecting the agricultural sector by giving flexibility to member 
states. I would like to thank scientists for providing the scientific evidence and fighting climate 
denial and young people for reminding us that there is no planet B, nor plan B.”

Next steps

The deal agreed with member states was adopted with 329 votes in favour, 275 against and 24 
abstentions.

It now also has to be adopted by Council, before being published in the EU Official Journal and 
entering into force 20 days later.

Background

Over 80% of European habitats are in poor shape. The Commission proposed on 22 June 2022 
a nature restoration law to contribute to the long-term recovery of damaged nature across the 
EU’s land and sea areas, to achieve EU climate and biodiversity objectives and to reach the 
EU’s international commitments, in particular the UN Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
framework. According to the Commission, the new law would bring significant economic 
benefits, as every euro invested would result in at least 8 euro in benefits.

This legislation is responding to citizens' expectations concerning the protection and restoration 
of biodiversity, the landscape and oceans as expressed in proposals 2(1), 2(3), 2(4) and 2(5) of 
the conclusions of the Conference on the Future of Europe.

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 4

https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/dashboards/urban-tree-cover
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197721/CESAR_LUENA/home
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/state-of-nature-in-the-eu-2020
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/nature-restoration-law_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210621IPR06627/eu-climate-law-meps-confirm-deal-on-climate-neutrality-by-2050
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210604IPR05513/biodiversity-meps-demand-binding-targets-to-protect-wildlife-and-people
https://www.cbd.int/article/cop15-cbd-press-release-final-19dec2022
https://www.cbd.int/article/cop15-cbd-press-release-final-19dec2022
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/api/files/attachment/872899/Factsheet%20on%20Nature%20Restoration%20Law.pdf.pdf
https://conference-delegation.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/267078/Report_EN.pdf


Further information
Adopted text will become available here (27.02.2024)
Procedure file 
Roll call votes will become available here
European Environment Agency: “State of EU Nature” (2020)
EP Research: “Nature restoration regulation at a glance” (21.02.2024) 
EP research: EU nature restoration regulation: Setting binding targets for healthy ecosystems 
(October 2022)
EP Multimedia Centre: Free photos, videos and audio material
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2022/0195(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/PV-9-2024-02-27-RCV_EN.html
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/state-of-nature-in-the-eu-2020
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2024)759586
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)738183
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)738183
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
mailto:thomas.haahr@europarl.europa.eu

	Nature restoration: Parliament adopts law to restore 20% of EU’s land and sea
	Further information
	Contacts


